|
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/06 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505130024-3

ARTICLE
OXN PAGE <7

NEW YORK TIMES
16 DECEMBER 1982

ESSAY

Cross in the Cross Hairs

By William Safire

' WASHINGTON, Dec. 15— In August
198 Yuri Andropov, then head of the

- K.G.B., was probably given an unpleas-

ant assignment that would determine
whethebehadthed&ﬁngandmhlcsg{
ness to be master of the Kremlin.

Tbe situation in Poland had become
critical. The workers of Gdansk had
demonstrated that the Communist
“unions” did not represent them; the
puppet Government sought the pres-
ence of the Red Army; the heavily
Catbolic population was being encour-
aged.in its growing resistance by the
pew Polish Pope; and Solidarity’s de-
mands for freedom threatened to
spread to workers in the Ukraine.

At that point, somewhere, in some
language, & person in high authority
md‘lmme [ 1)

Little by little, a circumstantial ,
case is being made that the
who gave that order was Yuri Andro-
pov. Tbe motive to stave off internal
disorder was clear; the responsibility
as chief crusher of dissent was his.

The operation was handled in the
classic manner of official assassina.

| ent 1o Mr. Agca that release was

without question and which had long-
established “rat lines” smuggling
spies and arms into Italy and Turkey,
was the obvious choice.

attempt paved the way for the crack- f
down at the end of 1881, - o

man por arrange for his escape trom .
an Italian jail. When it became apper- ;
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imminent, he began to sing about - 4
eign connections be had.refused to
identity at his trial. * e :

The tracking back up the line: ;
begun. Journalists have prodded the |
Italian and Turkish authorities. In Au-
gust 1982, Tlaite Sterling in the Read- ¢
quigastﬁmpmmadwmem.
sin's i
likelihood of Soviet direction. Since

E 588

News has been 30 far ahead on this
story that no other
pete:

:
E
31

the
KGB. was intentiopal — that the
the

‘Russians wanted the world to get

message that Moscow had the power
a.ndt.bewmtom'ikeuanyoppusiﬁm

! anywhere, Otbers think that snch a

crumb-dropping  operation would
more likely be a creation of Devid

N camp
.the  assassin was trained; in Poland™
“Archbisbop Jozef -Glemp withdraws

G

STAT

What is behind this pattersi of re-

"treat from the Vatican's staunchly

anti-Communist, antiterrorist posture
of oaly two years ago? John Paul II's
reappearance among his flock is testi-
mony 1o his personal courage, and ob-
viously he hopes the truth will out, but

-be has been reminded, as no Pope

since Peter, that his church must get

.-along with Caesar. o

Here is the chain of circumstance:
The gunman who tried to kill the Pope
mdiraaedbythesumm
police; the Buigarians aren the total
cantrol of the K.G.B.; the KX.G.B. was
beaded at the time of the decision to
kill the Pope by Yuri Andropov; and
Yuri Andropov is the man who now
rules the Soviet Union. T
Jobn Paul IT is burdened with the

- knowledge that the
September, Reuven Frank's NBC. ° odg InAD who

gavethe order to kill a Pope would not

lightly be deterred trom killing scores.

o!pﬁgstsandmiﬂimotﬁ_ghlthtnl.



